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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 964 
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SUBJECT: NEW PRC AMBASSADOR TO MAURITANIA: KANG MAO-CHAO 

1. KANG MAO-CHAO, PEKING'S NEW AMBASSADOR TO NOUAKCHOTT, DE- 
PARTED FOR POST JANUARY 21, ACCORDING TO AN NCNA REPORT. A 
VETERAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL, KANG'S FIRST POSTING ABROAD 
WAS IN DECEMBER 1950 AS COUNSELOR OF THE PRC EMBASSY IN NEW 
DELHI WHERE HE HANDLED CULTURAL AFFAIRS UNTIL HIS TRANSFER TO 
KABUL IN JULY 1956. APPOINTED AS COUNSELOR, IN 1957 AND 1958 

HE SERVED AS CHARGE OF THE EMBASSY IN AFGHANISTAN. 

2. IN JUNE 1959, KANG WAS NAMED DEPUTY-DIRECTOR OF THE MOFA'S 
INFORMATION DEPARTMENT WHERE HE SERVED AT LEAST UNTIL DECEMBER 
1963. DURING HIS TOUR, HE ACCOMPANIED PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI ON 
VISITS TO BURMA, INDIA, NEPAL AND CAMBODIA. IN OCTOBER 1964, 

KANG WAS IDENTIFIED AS CHARGE OF THE PRC EMBASSY IN BELGRADE, 
POSITION HE HELD UNTIL HIS RETURN TO PEKING IN SEPTEMBER 1966 
DURING THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. WE HAVE NO INFORMATION RE- 
GARDING HIS ACTIVITIES DURING THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION 
PERIOD WHEN MOST OF CHINA'S TOP DIPLOMATS WERE RECALLED. 
HOWEVER, IN JUNE 1969, HE WAS APPOINTED AMBASSADOR TO 
CAMBODIA. FOLLOWING THE MAY 1970 COUP IN PHNOM PENH, KANG 
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RETURNED TO PEKING, BECOMING CHINA'S AMBASSADOR TO SIHANOUK'S 
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EXILED GRUNK GOVERNMENT. UNTIL HIS RECENT APPOINTMENT TO 
MAURITANIA, HIS PRIMARY TASKS APPEAR TO HAVE INVOLVED THE 
CARE AND FEEDING OF SIHANOUK. 

3. PRIOR TO 1949, KANG REPORTEDLY HEADED THE PROPAGANDA 
SECTION OF A PLA ARMY CORPS POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. HE IS 
MARRIED BUT WE HAVE NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING HIS 
EARLY LIFE OR BACKGROUND. 
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